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“Most of the adventures occurred,” Mark Twain wrote in his preface to The Adventures of Tom 
Sawyer. Indeed, much of the book so closely resembles autobiography that it is difficult to tell where 
fact ends and fiction begins. Critics agree that Tom Sawyer was drawn from young Twain and two 
of his friends. Likewise, Aunt Polly was modeled after the author’s mother; Becky Thatcher after an 
early sweetheart; Injun Joe after a local scalawag; and Huck Finn after the good-hearted son of the 
town drunkard. Published in 1876, Tom Sawyer was an immediate popular and critical success. Like 
Twain’s earlier efforts, it broke with the genteel, romantic tradition that had dominated American lit¬ 
erature in the mid-1800s. Twain had little use for the stuffy style and heavy-handed moralizing of his 
contemporary writers; instead, his works were based on real life. Readers at the time rejoiced in Twain’s 
believable characters, realistic dialogue, and remarkable attention to detail. Although he was an early 
proponent of realism, Twain was also a master of humor and satire. As a result, his style - a blending 
further affected by a deep desire for social justice- is unique in its irreverence, exuberance, zest, and 
love of life. Tom Sawyer was followed by a number of successful and widely acclaimed works, among 
them The Prince and the Pauper (1881) and The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn (1884). Twain’s 
later years, however, were marked by growing pessimism, and many of his subsequent books (includ¬ 
ing two Tom Sawyer sequels) are regarded as feeble echoes of his early work. Nevertheless, Twain 
is considered one of the world’s greatest writers. His characters, perhaps the best-loved in literature, 
continue to delight readers both young and old, and his tales remain stories for all times. Twain’s endur¬ 
ing appeal might best be summed up by his observation about Tom Sawyer: “Although (it) is intended 
mainly for boys and girls, I hope it will not be shunned by adults... for part of my plan has been to try 
to pleasantly remind adults of what they once were themselves, and of how they felt and acted and 
talked, and what queer enterprises they sometimes engaged in.” 
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th^ e>ebr-ueAafrep eor 
'TH&&& &J&&* UJAb ^ 


bA«\e ab aw j c&. i 'o ^ 

r -THIKIK I tOWIP^P HIM Pi2£ 

tahin' <hwt £A£aa\ imr t 

mw^p rcixze? our &&£AUbe 

\< WAb bO\AP. ru& -THlNgrfr’ 

. «/ 0 'c 7 t£> e\e?e-Keurc ip a 

w£ CsCVUP... 


7^ 



fr WHK X AUUbZV 1CW N 

OP 0P£AKIH' /MV H^lfcUOOAA 
gotou i-r wa* jt^r h£ 

IVA* AW 0 AH 4 - Ht*IN* Hl^ 
PlNttb£Pl 'N* VfitrtlNJ' rf 
k. |KI *TU£ &OWU. y 


'n' I ip h£ ^ 

~ WA£ H£P^ tfl^Wf MCW, 

6 lVg HIM Abb rut bt> £A« W£ 

u>iK>? ear. e\;r... wiuu ha*/ 

■rx^ <0 p# ipw/ 

v m^aninj'. 

^ £Oh£ N 0 lU 



*0 lowly, Aunt P&lly ^ot ready -for 
bed. When £he started bo bay 
her niqht prayer*. it pub 'Tom in 
tear*. He wanted to leap out and 
hug her., but he didn't* 


T Inally, *he fell asleep and l£>m 
trept out-. *fhi* whole adventure 
w#* a lot bi aqer than he thought 
it WO*. 


\c*\ looked at the note. 
Suddenly, he had a better idea. 


"lorn commandeered the 
-ferry boat'* *hlff, and 
rowed dovM^bream. He 
had a grandiose plan In 
in mind, and didn't notice 
the menacing *torm 
elowd* building up in 
the night *ky... 


T»e stuffed the 
note haeh into Wt* 
pochet, bent over 
and kibbed Aunt Ffelly. 
<hen he made hi* 
stealthy e*it. 


































































*ki { turned pitiH tr\(X£,K t+i5ri £Xffc>d£d 

witJ'i £huwtetf* Awet lfghtrti»y, ■Dig towing wi/d 
burned nvtfr infc£> d mgihg $ea <&£ r*arn 
j*tkn«l dcwri iiJf mghfc j#id all &\& rffty'- 
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tired, wet and muddy boy* waIked down the aifcle. “The *Vi$ing 
•faded away to qatft oi d'M*Wci. dir*. £kilver*, the leader of the 
Inference tea^aev let out a little -fc^eak And fainted. 


^Iie preacher thinking We wa* 
witne**ina a miracle, tarried a 
? *hode 


strange «j^ e of blue. 
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WHIU0 UHP&Z TH£ 
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to not £oiht«y. i 

64l»U /W WfTN£4* 
FW iw 

V t^N^, V 





W/UHAM V 


M 0 IV W ON 
Tk£ <15 NTH O^ 
/♦UW, /SttOW 
. MlC?NU>WTT > 


^ wow, ^ 

TOW, 1 *£UU i^ 
WHAT <iW 
v 4 AW. > 


*AP,. HIcWn 
00HIWC7 -fU£ 

. #hH 4 * . 


(TOnt 

TOM. 







































































































































^Tke. *coared fowHivyj >\fe 

hr flby* r Put- ther-c wit no *wrr of 
Injun Joa, Ibfti knew Jo£ Woold p£ 
bdik ffr- rewn g£. 



nUht 4 kite* wft* dbwn 

in *1 dvi *bed & the. ed$& of torn 
Ktf iufl.fr diuikgilgflf by lenw noitfffrn. 


wv m our of 
ru&±& Fira 

V &*f 'WOW. . 


(SOTfl 

tO 

t IN 4 hC^. j 



iw?wwfl &£t 
M tfJ? WHO 
wjwfeji-ee' 


tENi^Hf, NE?M 'N f 
m tm& (^owwfl 
iwip 'twg 
WIPW£ M 0 U*& 

*mte &on*w &e 



r y&v x 

*iOAJ J 

CWY £flP¥^ NOTHIN' 
rr r ji^f wawr 
■nsafj to w£^ in.e 

L P- 5 JW- -THf 0 U' i 
►v WlF*< /I 




v i fiow it in *w ^ 

^ 1 Wd* L-OOhJN' 1 

w?#r tiHt 4 - tfgfrk bcxar^&p 
it*to tug f*££i4 p w peu' rti&Mr 
JWtO fl £H£ 4 -t PPM' 

Of? * 014 * £'MOW p U-^-f^ 
l Ot*t A 

OF? WfW& ><1 
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HSAP& a PCft IT. 

r -TWFNK I frrlQr 
him , &tsr u& 

L. ££T AWfl* 





















































































































































WZ&mZl 


Ylufrk About to We j mC 

HaJ to t#) 1 7m About Wtfy adventure. 
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4 'Ort£ 
PW&WNWI^ 
dwi^r 
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"i k* kcu^ &cori 

ilt'Ctlfri-^rtiidirtiflkfr. Awd Mr h£ k^d 
^ ^ , . . - rJ^jL i- -J n .j 


ZDI 


T 


1 ken, witkc?yt pai^i'rtg 

to a Huci 

b^rfced out- £<k£ wlkate 
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fWJUN 

sTO#^ V&MUH «ft# 
1 UJA£ -fPWiW J 
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orugRft 
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40 / JT /£ 
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b?y^» r&LQur ifcid dud i^kt money wa* 

£CiJilted- Xt' MW£ to a little oven twelve -thfftMnind dotlan*. 
Tkg townsfolk talked about it, floated ever itj and 
fil enfi&A it, all to a point erf unhealthy excitement, ^v£ry 
dessert ed hou£e witkm fifty vjs& ransacked for 

kfeiden treasure- But mm m** -found- 









































































































to liw? uitVi -thtf 
Cbp$tM,. Hi w* ic-mted. 
t?nu4hei r And <iLM*ied. 


ViJt the ^haeMe* of ^l/ilizatbn 
were ico HiteJi -hr H!m, Aft£Y 
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WATCH OUT FOR PAPERCUT0 

Welcome to the naturalistic nineteenth CLASSICS ILLUSTRATED graphic novel, featuring Mike 
Ploog's awesome adaptation of The Adventures of Tom Sawyer. I'm Jim Salicrup, Editor-in-Chief of 
Papercutz, those former riverboat gamblers now dedicated to publishing great graphic novels for all 
ages. 

The original CLASSICS ILLUSTRATED comicbooks didn't get around to adapting The Adventures of 
Tom Sawyer until its 50th issue. Although Tom did appear in issue 19's adaptation of Huckleberry Finn. 
The First Comics series of CLASSICS ILLUSTRATED paperbacks, from which this adaptation is from, 
adapted The Adventures of Tom Sawyer in their 9th volume. And while we didn't get to The Adventures 
of Tom Sawyer until our 19th volume, we did publish an adaptation of The Adventures of Tom Sawyer 
in our sister title, CLASSICS ILLUSTRATED DELUXE #4. So, this is actually the second comics adapta¬ 
tion of the Twain classic from Papercutz. 

While we greatly enjoy The Adventures of Tom Sawyer adaptation by Jean David Morvan, Frederique 
Voulyze, and Severine Lefebvre, there is something slightly odd about such an American classic being 
adapted in a manga style, by a French person, no less! Not that any of 
us at Papercutz should talk... our very first publications were manga- 
style versions of those all-American teen sleuths NANCY DREW and 
THE HARDY BOYS! Actually, it's also worth noting that The Adventures 
of Tom Sawyer was the very first graphic novel Severine Lefebvre ever 
drew. More importantly, the entire team of Morva,Voulyze, and 
Lefebvre have reunited to adapt Huckleberry Finn , which we also hope 
to publish in CLASSICS ILLUSTRATED DELUXE. 

So, even though Papercutz has already published one adaptation of 
The Adventures of Tom Sawyer , we simply couldn't resist publishing 
Michael Ploog's beautiful version as well. In Modern Masters #19: Mike 
Ploog (edited by Eric Nolen-Weathington and Roger Ash; Two Morrows 
Publishing, 2008), the artist talks a little about his Twain adaptation: 

"...I was approached by First Publishing and asked if I would do a 
CLASSICS ILLUSTRATED. I said I would love to do one, and I'd love 
to do Mark Twain. They said, 'Would you like to do Tom Sawyer ?' I said 'I'd love it, and I'd also like 
to do Huck Finn.' Actually I wanted to do Huck Finn first, but they wanted me to do Tom Sawyer first. 
That was great fun. I really enjoyed that because I'm a big Mark Twain fan. 

"The funny thing is, when I wrote and illustrated that book, I drove everybody in the building nuts. 

I had a studio above a coffee shop in a small town in Wiltshire, England. I played 'Dueling Banjos' 
over and over and over. I had it on a loop, and it just kept going over and over again. Believe it or 
not, I paced that entire book—the artwork, the dialogue, everything—to 'Dueling Banjos.'" 

As for the adaptation of Huckleberry Finn , Ploog explains, "I had worked it all up, and broke it down. 
The hardest part of it was taking a big story and breaking it down to however many pages you had. 
They had even given me extra pages on that, if I remember right. I did want to get in the hucksters 
who picked Huck up and took him through town and the old lady he ended up living with. I no 
sooner got it broke down and was ready to work, than they [First Publishing] went out of business." 



Unfortunately, as I've stated before, First Publishing was too far ahead of its time. Bookstores and 
libraries weren't quite ready for graphic novels in the early 90s, but they are now, and Papercutz is 
proud to present the great work they produced back then to taday's fans of great comic art. I also 
hope that Mr. Ploog held on to his Huck Finn notes... 

Who knows? Maybe that adaptation could be pub- t 

lished by Papercutz one day? Stay m Touch! 


Thanks, 

y 


EMAIL: $alicrup@papercutz,com 

WEB: www.papereutz.com: 

TWITTER: @papercutzgn 
FACEBOOK: PAPERCUTZQRAPHIC NOVELS 
FAN MAIL: Papercutz. 160 Broadway. Suite 700. 
East Wing. New York, NY 10038 





oa ssics ill vim w deluxe 

GRAPHIC NOVELS FROM PAPERCUTZ 




#4 “The Adventures 
of Tom Sawyer” 



#5 “Treasure Island” 


#6 “The Three Musketeers” #7 “Around the World 

in 80 Days” 




CLASSICS 


#9 Scrooge 

“A Christmas Carol” and 
“A Remembrance of Mugby” 


#10 “The Murders in 
the Rue Morgue and 
Other Tales” 



#11 “The Sea Wolf” 


#8 “Oliver Twist” 



COMING SOON: 

#12 “The Monkey God” 


CLASSICS ILLUSTRATED DELUXE graphic novels are available for $13.95 each in paperback and $17.95 in 
hardcover, except for #6, $16.99 pb., $21.99 he, and #8, $19.99 pb., $24.99 he. Please add $4.00 for postage and han¬ 
dling for the first book, add $1.00 for each additional book. MC, Visa, Amex accepted or make check payable to NBM 
Publishing. Send to: Papercutz, 160 Broadway, Suite 700, East Wing, New York, NY 10038 • 1-800-886-1223 

OR ORDER FROM: PAPERCUTZ.COM 
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MARK TWAIN 

MICHAEL PLOOG 

Mark Twain (Samuel Langhorne Clemens) was born prematurely in Florida, Missouri, 
on November 30, 1835, as Halley's Comet arced across the skies. His father, John 
Marshall Clemens, was a Virginian imbued with the frontier spirit and grandiose dreams 
of easy wealth. Intelligent and well-educated, Clemens's father spent his life in a restless 
search for profits from land speculation, barely supporting his family on his earnings as a 
lawyer and, later, as a judge. In 1839, the family settled in Hannibal, Missouri. Clemens's 
formal schooling ended with his father's death in 1847; he apprenticed to a printer, and 
began writing for a local newspaper run by his brother, Orion. Clemens worked briefly 
as a journeyman printer and writer in St. Louis, Philadelphia, and New York, before 
returning to Missouri in 1857 to become a Mississippi steamboat pilot (Clemens took his 
pen name from river slang for "two fathoms deep"). When the Civil War curtailed river 
traffic, he spent a short time soldiering with a group of Confederate volunteers. Clemens 
then traveled to Nevada with his brother, who had been appointed secretary to the gov¬ 
ernor. This trip west later provided the basis of his autobiographical Roughing It (1872). 
Moving on to California, he worked as a roving correspondent and collaborated with 
Bret Harte. His fame as a humorist and storyteller was established with the publication 
of The Celebrated Jumping Frog of Calaveras County (1867). Lecturing increased his reputa¬ 
tion, but it was The Innocents Abroad (1869), the product of a tour of the Mediterranean 
and the Holy Land, that firmly installed Clemens in the world of letters. The success of 
this book also gave him the financial security to marry Olivia Langdon in 1870. They 
settled in Hampton, Connecticut, where Clemens began writing The Gilded Age (1873), 
Tom Sawyer (1876), A Tramp Abroad (1880), The Prince and the Pauper (1881), Life on the 
Mississippi (1883), Huckleberry Finn (1884), and A Connecticut Yankee in King Arthur's Court 
(1889). Bad publishing ventures and investment in an unperfected typesetting machine 
drove him into bankruptcy in 1894. To discharge his debts, Clemens embarked upon 
a lecturing tour around the world, during which one of his daughters died in Europe. 
Although Clemens paid off his debts by 1898, his writing began to exhibit a dismal cyni¬ 
cism. During this turbulent period, he wrote Pudd'nhead Wilson (1894), The Man That 
Corrupted Hadleyburg (1900), and The Mysterious Stranger (1916, posthumous). In his final 
years, Clemens became a bitter satirist. He died at Redding, Connecticut, in 1910, as 
Halley's Comet again streaked the horizon. 

Michael Ploog was born in Mankato, Minnesota, in 1940. He decided to become an 
artist at the end of a ten-year stint in the U.S. Marine Corps. He held a variety of jobs 
before landing a position as a layout artist for the Batman and Superman animated TV 
series. In the late 1960s, Ploog became an assistant to renowned comic artist Will Eisner, 
working at Eisner's American Visuals studio in New York. With Eisner, he contributed 
for several years to P.S. magazine. In the early 1970s, Ploog ventured in comicbook 
illustration; among his credits are Werewolf by Night, Man-Thing, Kull the Conqueror, and 
The Monster of Frankenstein. Since the late 1970s, Ploog has worked almost exclusively 
in the film industry, as a storyboard artist, designer, writer, and editor. Among his film 
credits are Good Morning Vietnam, The Unbearable Lightness of Being, Little Shop of Horrors, 
Ghostbusters, Black Cauldron, Dark Crystal, The Thing, Superman II, Superman III, and Melvin 
and Howard. The Adventures of Tom Sawyer marked Ploog's return to comic illustration in 
the early 1990s. 



Special Excerpt from CLASSICS ILLUSTRATED DELUXE #11 “The Sea-Wolf” 
By Jack London, Adapted by Riff Reb’s 




2012 MC Productions/Riff Reb’s 

























ANP WHERE 
AM IP 


THE SCHOONER GHOST, BOUNP 
9EAU-HUNTING TO JAPAN. 


ANP WHO IS THE CAPTAINP 
I MUST SEE HIM AS SOON 
AS I AM PRESSEP. 


YOU PON'T KNOW 
HIS NAMEP IS 
THERE A PROBUEMP 


yss, sir. ip you'vE no 

OBJECTIONS, SIR, TO 
WEAR IN' My THINGS. 


i r “i 


HAVE you ANy 

PRy CUOTHES 1 

i /sA 

MAy PUT ONP 















































HOW VO you EXPUAIN 
WHAT HAPPEN60 TO 
THESE TROUSERS? 


THEY WAS PUT AW'y WET, SIR 
BUT yoU'UU 'AVE TO MAKE 
THEM VO TIUU I ORy yoURS 
OUT By THE EIRE. 


WHILE THE SAILOR JOHNSON 
WON ME OVER IMMEDIATELY, THE 
COOK STRAIGHTAWAY INSPIRED A 
PROFOUND DISLIKE ACCENTUATED 
BY HIS OBSEQUIOUS MANNERS... 
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Don’t Miss CLASSICS ILLUSTRATED DELUXE #11 “The Sea-Wolf” Available Now. 
























Michael Ploog adapts Mark Twain’s masterpice— part satire, part coming-of-age 
story— with his signature brand of vivacious comics storytelling. Tom Sawyer 
is an orphan living with his Aunt and half-brother Sid whose main interests are 
practical jokes and trouble-making with his best friend, Huckleberry Fin. But 
when the two witness a murder, their lives are turned upside down. 

“Children are more ruthless about what they 
consider entertaining. They don’t love books 
because they think they should. They love stories 
that deliver, and CLASSICS ILLUSTRATED always 
had the goods. Looks like it still does.” -NEWSWEEK 

“The remarkably detailed color illustrations open 
passages that words alone cannot convey.” 

-LIBRARYMEDIA CONNECTION 


PAPERCUTfJ 

Dedicated to publishing great 
graphic novels for all ages. 









